WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A service offering system comprising: 
recording means for recording a unique identifier 

to each of a plurality of storage media issued; 

a database for storing and managing the 
identifiers ; 

reading means for reading the recorded identifier 
from any of said storage media; 

checking means for checking the identifier read by 
said reading means against said identifiers managed in 
said database; and 

service offering means for offering a service to 
the storage medium identified by the checked identifier 
depending on a result of the check by said checking means. 

2. A service offering system according to claim 1, 
wherein said database stores, in correspondence with said 
identifiers, right information which denotes services 
available to said storage media identified by said 
identifiers . 

3. A service offering system according to claim 1, 
wherein said recording means records to said storage 
media right information which denotes services available 
to said storage media identified by said identifiers 
together with said identifiers. 



4. A service offering system according to claim 1, 
wherein said service offering means offers the service to 
the storage medium in question in accordance with the 
right information which denotes services available to 
said storage media identified by said identifiers. 

5. A service offering system according to claim 1, 
further comprising content data storing means for storing 
a plurality of content data items; 

wherein said service offering means allows relevant 
content data to be downloaded from said content data 
storing means to the storage medium in question. 

6. A service offering system according to claim 1, 
wherein said service offering means allows relevant 
content data to be uploaded from the storage medium in 
question . 

7. A service offering system comprising: 
storage medium issuing means including recording 

means for recording a unique identifier to each of a 
plurality of storage media issued; 

a management server including a database for 
storing and managing the identifiers recorded to said 
storage media issued by said storage medium issuing 
means ; 

a terminal device including reading means for 
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reading the recorded identifier from any of said storage 
media ; 

checking means for checking the identifier read by 
said terminal device against said identifiers managed in 
said database; and 

a service provider including service offering means 
for offering a service to said terminal device depending 
on a result of the check by said checking means. 

8. A service offering system comprising: 

storage medium issuing means including recording 
means for recording a unique identifier to each of a 
plurality of storage media issued; 

a management server including a database which 
stores the identifiers and retains, in correspondence 
with said identifiers, right information which denotes 
services available to said storage media identified by 
said identifiers; 

a terminal device including reading means for 
reading the recorded identifier from any of said storage 
media; and 

a service provider including service offering means 
for offering a service to said terminal device depending 
on a result of checking the identifier in question 
against said identifiers managed in said database and 
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according to the right information stored in said 
database in correspondence with the checked identifier. 

9. A service offering system according to claim 8, 
wherein said service provider includes content data 
storing means for storing a plurality of content data 
items ; 

y. wherein said service offering means includes 

£} judging means for judging whether or not the 

S| corresponding right information indicates permission to 

! il download, said service offering means further reading 

s relevant content data from said content data storing 

RJ means and transferring the content data to said terminal 

device in accordance with the judgment made by said 

p 

if 8 * judging means; and 

wherein said terminal device receives the 
transferred content data and records the received data to 
the storage medium in question. 

10. A management server comprising: 
receiving means for receiving identifiers from a 

storage medium issuing party issuing a plurality of 
storage media identified by said identifiers which differ 
from one another; and 

storing means for storing said identifiers in a 
database . 
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11. A management server according to claim 10, 
further comprising checking means for checking the 
identifier transmitted from a terminal device by way of a 
service provider against said identifiers stored in said 
storing means. 

12. A management server according to claim 10, 
wherein said storing means stores, in correspondence with 
said identifiers sent from said storage medium issuing 
party, right information which denotes services available 
to said storage media identified by said identifiers. 

13. A management server according to claim 10, 
further comprising update information creating means for 
creating update information for updating authentication 
information stored in said storing means along with said 
identifiers, as well as authentication information 
recorded on said storage media together with said 
identifiers . 

14. A management server according to claim 13, 
wherein said update information creating means creates 
update information for updating right information stored 
in said storing means in correspondence with said 
identifiers, as well as right information recorded on 
said storage media. 

15. A service provider comprising: 
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receiving means for receiving an identifier from a 
terminal device; and 

service offering means for offering a service to 
said terminal device depending on a result of checking 
said identifier against identifiers managed by a 
management server. 

16. A service provider according to claim 15, 
wherein said service offering means includes checking 
means for checking the identifier received from said 
terminal device against said identifiers managed by said 
management server. 

17. A service provider according to claim 15, 
wherein said service offering means offers a service to 
said terminal device identified by the received 
identifier, depending on a result of checking said 
identifier against said identifiers managed by said 
management server and according to right information 
corresponding to the checked identifier. 

18. A service provider according to claim 17, 
wherein said service offering means includes checking 
means for checking the identifier received from said 
terminal device against said identifiers managed by said 
management server. 

19. A service provider according to claim 15, 



further comprising content data storing means for storing 
a plurality of content data items; 

wherein said service offering means includes 
judging means for judging whether or not the right 
information corresponding to the checked identifier 
indicates permission to download, said service offering 
means further reading relevant content data from said 
content data storing means and transferring the content 
data to said terminal device in accordance with the 
judgment made by said judging means. 

20. A service provider according to claim 15, 
wherein, depending on said judging means judging whether 
or not the right information corresponding to the checked 
identifier indicates permission to upload, said service 
offering means permits said terminal device to upload 
relevant content data. 

21. A terminal device comprising: 

reading means for reading information from a 
storage medium; 

transmitting means for transmitting the information 
read by said reading means to a service provider; 

receiving means for receiving content data from 
said service provider; and 

recording means for recording the received content 

146 



data to said storage medium. 

22. A terminal device according to claim 21, 
wherein said reading means reads from said storage medium 
an identifier, right information indicating a service for 
which said storage medium identified by said identifier 
is eligible, and authentication information about said 
storage medium. 

23. A terminal device according to claim 21, 
further comprising reproducing means for reproducing the 
recorded content data from said storage medium. 

24. A terminal device according to claim 21, 
wherein said recording means updates, based on update 
information received by said receiving means together 
with said content data, either authentication information 
or right information recorded on said storage medium. 

25. A storage medium issuing apparatus comprising: 
recording means for recording a unique identifier 

to each of a plurality of storage media issued; and 

transmitting means for transmitting the identifiers 
to a management server. 

26. A service offering method for offering a 
service to a storage medium, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

recording a unique identifier to each of a 
147 



plurality of storage media issued; 

storing the identifiers into a database; 

reading the recorded identifier from any of said 
storage media; 

checking the identifier read from the storage 
medium against said identifiers stored in said database; 
and 

offering a service to the storage medium identified 
by the checked identifier. 

27. A service offering method for allowing a 
management server to offer a service to a storage medium, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving identifiers from a storage medium issuing 
party issuing a plurality of storage media identified by 
said identifiers which differ from one another; and 

storing said identifiers. 

28. A service offering method for allowing a 
service provider to offer a service to a storage medium, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving from a terminal device an identifier read 
by the device from a storage medium; and 

offering a service to said terminal device 
depending on a result of checking the identifier read 
from said storage medium against identifiers managed by a 
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management server. 

29. A storage medium for use with a service 
offering system which gets a service from a service 
provider, said storage medium comprising at least a first 
and a second storage area; 

wherein said first storage area stores: 

an identifier that is unique to each storage 

medium ; 

authentication information for authenticating said 
storage medium; and 

program information for executing a process of 
establishing a connection with said service provider; and 

wherein said second storage area stores content 
data received from said service provider. 

30. A storage medium which stores a processing 
program for allowing a management server to offer a 
service to a storage medium, said processing program 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving identifiers from a storage medium issuing 
party issuing a plurality of storage media identified by 
said identifiers which differ from one another; and 

storing said identifiers. 

31. A storage medium which stores a processing 
program for allowing a service provider to offer a 
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service to a storage medium, said processing program 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving from a terminal device an identifier read 
by the device from a storage medium; and 

offering a service to said terminal device 
depending on a result of checking the identifier sent 
from said terminal device against identifiers managed by 
a management server. 
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